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June 6th Feast
Day of Saint
Marcellin
Champagnat,
founder of the
Marist Brothers
This statue of Fr.
Champagnat rests
in an exterior niche
of the facade of
St Peter’s basilica,
Rome.
May we remember the call and legacy of
Champagnat...
to be leaders of hope and courage in the world;
to be present to those pushed & spun to the edges;
to live simply in the knowledge that others simply
live;
to build up the family spirit of our work places;
to recognise the graced human dignity of all;
to be alert for the in-breaking of the kingdom of
God;
to be like Mary - forever on the verge of ‘Yes’;
to become men and women of strong minds and
compassionate hearts.
May we stir up storms of generosity
and create deep pools of compassion;
May we never be satisfied with what is
but, like Marcellin, may we carry with us
a holy agitation for what might be.
For where there is no vision the people perish…
and where there is no dreaming the people die.
Trust your heart vision…
Trust your dream…
God is in the longing!
Keep the light in your eye!
May almighty God bless us all, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit		
Amen

Dear Parents, students and staff,
At the end of this term we will be farewelling Mr Brendan
O’Hara who has given 39 Years of service to the College and
to Catholic Education in the Sale Diocese. Brendan was first
employed at St Paul’s College as it then was, in 1981, and over
time has taken on various roles including acting principal of St
Paul’s for a time. In his time here Brendan has taught different
generations of many families. He has been a keeper of College
history and culture as well as a very enthusiastic soccer coach.
During these 39 years he has survived the amalgamation of the
three Traralgon Colleges, co-education, introduction of photocopiers, calculators, computers, mobile phones etc. We will
formally farewell him on the 15th June; he will start his retirement
on June 26th. We wish him well and thank him for his years of
dedicated service.
Last week the Intermediate Band Camp was held at Rawson, it
was wonderful to see the focus of the young musicians as they
honed their skills. To get them through the long sessions they
developed a camaraderie and sense of fun with their teachers
which lifted the whole group. Hopefully the Master Survivor
Group which is staying at Tamboritha this week, will be equally
energized by the experience.
In coming weeks you will be offered opportunities to meet with
either Learning Advisors or subject teachers to discuss your
child’s progress and help him or her set some goals for semester
two. As you are aware, your interest and involvement are some
of the key elements in student improvement. Some advice for
how to prepare for these interviews can be found at http://www.
parenting.org/taking-flight/education/communicating-schoolpersonnel. On June 24th the Semester 1 Student awards
Assembly will be held at 10:00 in the Champagnat Centre.
Please join us if you are able, to celebrate the achievements of
our students, your sons and daughters.
This is a very busy period in College life. Students and teachers
are engaged in completing assessment tasks, preparing for and
sitting exams as well as the multitude of daily activities that have
to continue. Parents feel the pressure their children are under,
often through angry outbursts or withdrawn silences. Teenagers
can be very self focused and not able to understand their
emotional impact on the rest of the family. A strategy which may
(continued back page)
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Music Department
A large group of music students and staff were amongst
the audience at a recent Melbourne Symphony
Orchestra concert. We heard Haydn’s Trumpet
Concertos performed by a visiting virtuoso Guiliarmo
Somerhalder as well as a wonderful performance by
our country’s finest orchestra of Richard Strauss’ Ein
Heldenleben (A Hero’s life). Our regular visits to Hamer
Hall to hear the M.S.O. are such a vital part of our
music department calendar. Staff and students alike
walked away energised to reach even greater heights
in our department. We are very proud of the large
number students who have gone on to tertiary music
studies in recent years. We have produced students
now studying music at the Victorian College of the
Arts, University of Melbourne & Monash University
with the finest music lecturers in the country. Many of these
students are building careers in performance and music
education; some of our instrumental staff are graduates of
our very own department. It may surprise many that even
Mr. Harris and I began our music education in our own
Training Bands back in the eighties. We are looking forward
to the day when we see a Lavalla graduate perform with
the M.S.O. With the excellent work being done by past and
present students, it may be sooner than we think.

audience of parents and friends. This concert was an
assessment for our V.C.E. music students who are graded
each semester on their contribution to an ensemble
performance. It was a wonderful chance to showcase some
of the great work being done by our senior groups. It was a
great standard of performance for this early in the year and
bodes well for another great year of musical achievement in
our college.

Our Junior Choir spent last Thursday night working on
Our Senior Wind Ensemble, Senior Jazz a very special project. We travelled to Armstrong studios in
Ensemble and Senior Choir provided a high class South Melbourne, famous for the recording of all of John
evening of entertainment a fortnight ago for an appreciative Farnham’s albums, to record an advertising jingle. Our
students had the chance to work with Doug Brady,
John Farnham’s sound engineer and his brother Mike
‘Up there Cazaly’ Brady who wrote the jingle for
the Yooralla society.
Our Junior Choir combined with the Ashton singers
and a choir of students from Yooralla to record Mike’s
jingle which will be used in future advertising. Proving
the old entertainment adage that ‘it’s not what you
know but who’; our involvement in this special project
came about through our vocal teacher (and junior
choir director) Heather James’ friendship with the
advertising executive of Yooralla.
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Music Department
I was quite struck on our recent Intermediate Band
Camp by a comment made by one of our staff. The
Intermediate Band was described as the “heart” of our music
department. It is a description that fits them perfectly. It is in
this band that we get a glimpse of what our future senior
ensembles may become. Also, in a very real way, the work
that is done on this camp leads directly to what we are able
to achieve in future years. The very nucleus of our music
department exists in this group.
Our students were magnificent in their work ethic and
the way they carried themselves on camp. Three days in
Rawson during a cold spell is a particularly big commitment.
We travelled with a group of specialised instrumental staff,
all of whom are former students of our college, and for three
days rehearsed a variety of pieces. It was hard work and a
great deal was achieved. Our department is in good hands
with these wonderful students.
Thanks to all students who have taken part in all of these
events of the past few weeks. It has been a great month.
Shane Reid, Director of Music

Second Hand Book and Uniform Shop

NEXT OPEN
Thursday 17th June

3.30pm – 6.00pm
Shop located at: St.Paul’s Campus
Payment options: Cash, Cheque or EFTPOS
(Please note Kilts/Skirts must be tried on. They
are not sized)

Superhero Band
Rehearsal
Junior band students had a superhero rehearsal and
party as a farewell to fellow student Arnold Muza who is
moving to W.A. with his family.
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Presentation Campus
ride and public transport enabled our visits to the War
Memorial, a focus on Birrarung Mar, the MCG and Sports
Museum, St Patrick’s Cathedral, a rock climbing session
On his recent visit to the Valley, and a follow-up day at the Zoo to all run quite smoothly.
Les Twentyman, prominent Youth
Outreach worker and community The first site was the Shrine of Remembrance.
activist focussed the early part of his It was a great experience to honour the people
presentation on the effects that the who died and/or fought in the Great War and
inappropriate use of electronic
other wars. We took part in a ceremony to
Nick Ellul
devices is having on the lives of so many people and the commemorate them. 		
serious issues that is causing.
At the Shrine of Remembrance we went on a
He is one of Victoria’s best known, award winning social tour. At the front of the Shrine where students
campaigners on issues of homelessness, drug abuse, and visitors enter there are concrete slabs on the
prison reform, gang culture and social welfare. Whilst he floor. We learnt that each of these is the size of
did include examples of these areas of his work, the latter a person and that they represented a grave. I
part of his talk took a look at more positive ways of spending brought a record of my ancestor to the Shrine.
time. He spoke passionately about the need for young In the Shrine there are books where every
people to get involved in sport and other community related soldier from World War I has their name written
in alphabetical order. The people at the Shrine
leisure activities.
opened one of the books to the page where my
He said that “if you give to the community then they are ancestor’s name was written.
				
Tessa Jenkins
most likely going to be there for you when you need it.”
Les Twentyman Visits
Latrobe Valley

Thanks to Georgia Buckley (MSP Term 2) for All other Campus staff and students travelled by bus on the
her contribution to this article Friday to join the year 8 students at the Zoo courtesy of
the grant from the Ian Potter Foundation Grant. After the
With Year 7&9 reports soon to be sent and block 2 LA presentation from Zoo staff on endangered species and
interviews taking place and MSP involved in their Bush adaptations students spent their time visiting the various
camp, Campus life has once again taken on a hectic pace. exhibits but the young tiger cubs and Mali the elephant
Thankfully the weather for the camp days, has been kind seemed to be the “must sees”.
and the busy activity schedule has been able to proceed
with few adjustments. Students have once again taken a Congratulations
lead role in the catering and responded well to the physical
and personal challenges that this experience puts before Our congratulations to the Intermediate Music students and
the staff who joined in the recent very successful Band Camp,
them.
to Tessa Jenkins and Erin Mackie who travelled to
a Melbourne sound studio with the Junior Choir and staff to
Marist Immersion Experience
make a recording and to Frida Drysdale for her success
Fine weather was also a welcome companion for the at the recent State Archery Competitions.
Leanne Mills
“Sacred Sites” component of this year’s Marist Immersion
experience for our year 8 classes. An early morning train
Campus Director
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St Paul’s Campus
Mini Olympics for Year 8: Thursday 27 May
The Year 8’s participated in the Mini Olympics in the
Champagnat Centre in Period 2. All the grades competed
with great enthusiasm and skill in all the activities which
were hosted on the day. It was a close battle to the very end
for the winners, but 8.6 came out victorious and collected
their prize, a drink for every student, with pride.

ICAS competition
Science teachers of Year 7 & 8 at Presentation and St Paul’s
Campuses are forwarding names of 4 students from each
science class who perform to a high level at Science and
are motivated to complete this extension activity.

The Competition will be conducted on Wednesday June 9th.
A letter of information will be sent home to the students
We would like to thank all the house captains, school leaders, selected. For further information on ICAS please visit http://
teachers, the Year 8’s and other students who helped, for www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/etc/about_icas/science
doing a great job and making it possible for the day to be
Mrs. K. Widrich,
Year 7-8 Curriculum Team Leader
held and be enjoyable. 				
Ryan Jones,
Campus Leadership Team Russell Northe Speaks to Master Survivior
Students
Inspirational Talk
Russell Northe, Member of State Parliament for Morwell,
Students affected by the Black Saturday Bushfires were addressed students in the Master Survivor Program on the
invited to attend an inspirational talk, accompanied by a Bushfire Relief measures and the role of a member of the
friend, on Thursday May 27th from about 10am till 2pm. state legislature to create conditions and processes to help
All four students who attended responded positively to make the relief effective. The students got a fascinating insight
a fantastic, inspirational talk by Tim Cope. The event into leadership, planning, organisation and the management
was organised and funded by Latrobe City Council. necessary for these relief efforts to be effective.
			
Mrs. K. Joyce,
Chris Roga
ACD Student Wellbeing
Campus Director
Russell Northe, MLA, speaking to MSP students
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Kildare Campus
Year 10 and 11 students have settled into their exams this
week. It is a busy period on the campus, with students
preparing for exams, finishing SAC’s and generally tidying
up their performance for the term. We wish our Year 12
students well as they begin their VCAA Exams and GAT.
Cross-Age Tutoring
Our Cross-Age tutor programme continues to grow.
Congratulations to those students who are offering their time
and skills to other students. If your child needs some more
homework time or is finding a subject difficult, Monday and
Wednesday nights are a good opportunity for them. While
staff at Kildare are available to help, a peer can sometimes
offer a different perspective.

This day will be an important day for students – it is a focus
day. It is an opportunity for our Year 12 students to hear
from past students, various organisations and hear about
opportunities. It is a compulsory day for Year 12’s.
Year 12 Retreats will then run from the 16th June – 18th
June. Please ensure that all notes are returned as soon as
possible. These are an important time of reflection for our
students. Retreats are an important part of who we are as
a College.
Uniform
The way we present ourselves to the community is important.
As we finalise our work experience arrangements for Year
10’s we are often complemented by employers on the look
of our students. Top buttons must be done up – this ensures
that ties remain where they should be. Kilts must also be at
or below the knee.
A Cause Worth...
What a fantastic effort. Over $5000 has been raised
by the Kildare Campus community. Well done
to our student leaders. While you saw some of the pictures
last week, our last activity – “A cause worth shaving for” left
a few feeling a little colder and lighter.

Excursions
We have had a few significant excursions and camps
this fortnight. Our hikers returned from the Mitchell River
National Park tired and more appreciative of their heaters.
Our VCE History students attended an information session
at the State Library. The Musicians enjoyed their stay at
Rawson for their intermediate band camp. We had St
Gabriel’s Grade 4 students visiting to celebrate their LOTE
week – it was pasta all around with some sport sessions
run by our students. This all occurred while we had our
Football players advance to the next stage of the HeraldSun Country Shield.
Year 12 Retreats and Focus Day
On Tuesday 15th, all year 12 students will gather at the St
Paul’s Campus Champagnat Centre for the Year 12 Photo.
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Kildare Campus
Campus Assembly
Our College Leaders called an assembly last week to
congratulate individual and group achievements. We
had two presenters at this assembly. Our first was Bob
Johnson from The Rotary Club. Bob thanked our
community for their support during the use of the Hall for a
function. Mrs McCormack and her crew volunteered
their time on a weekend to cater for the event. Well done
Mrs McCormack and crew. We also heard from Annette
O’Dowd who spoke to students about the soup van run by
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. This is a worthwhile
opportunity for us to engage with our wider community.
Give a Damn, Give a Can
In addition to our door knocking campaign, the Kildare
Students also ran an in-house drive. LA’s were pitted against
one another to see who could raise the most cans for this
cause. We were overwhelmed by the support our students
(and their families) gave to this important opportunity to share
with those around us. Delany 3 and Champagnat 6 decided
to concede to a draw after some last minute visits from
parents and some last-minute purchases. Congratulations
to these two LA Groups who raised over 250 cans each. It
was a tremendous effort that will be appreciated by those
less fortunate in our community. Well done to Mrs Clarke
(C6) and Mr DiCesare (D3) on their competitive spirit.

Blood Donations
The College is supporting the Australian Red Cross Blood
Service. There is currently a need for O and A blood Types.
Many people are alive today because of Australia’s generous
and voluntary, unpaid blood donors who give blood each
week to help those in need. It’s one of those things that we
just expect to be there for us, but only a very small proportion
of people (one in 30) actually give blood. Yet sooner or later,
one in three of us will need it. Mrs McCormack and the
Student Leadership Team have started this initiative and we
congratulate them.
Marco Di Cesare

Campus Director
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Marist Focus

June 6 is the Feast day of St. Marcellin Champagnat, founder
of the Marist Brothers. He died on June 6 1840 at the age of
51. Last time I wrote about ‘Daring the Dream’ for your life
and that it takes effort and sacrifice to achieve your dreams
for your life. From the humble beginnings in 1817, the Marist
dream now involves some 47,000 Brothers and laypeople
(approx 3,900 Brothers) working with 661,778 children and
young people in 79 countries.

on the meaning of different events and moments in her life
– and to say ‘Yes’ to all of life. For us perhaps it means
to reflect on what is our life now – as students, parents,
teachers – and to say ‘Yes’ to all of it, even the difficult
moments. Champagnat used to encourage his followers
often to trust themselves to the sacred hearts of Jesus and
Mary as they are ‘such wonderful places to be’. Therein too
is the heart of prayer – our relationship with Jesus and Mary.
So, let us trust them today!!
Today, as I write this, is the Feast of the Visitation of Mary
to Elizabeth. ..... the pregnant Mary travelling to meet her
cousin, the pregnant Elizabeth. One thought about that –
Mary reaching out to Elizabeth in her time of need. Maybe
that is always the call of the Christian – to reach out in faith
and love to others.

The Goyo painting here illustrates that very reaching out of
Mary, the mother of Jesus and also the Church, is recognised Champagnat, Marists, Mary and us.
as the first disciple of her son. What does this mean for her?
For us? For Mary, it meant being available to do “whatever he
Br Mark Needham
tells you”, being present at Jesus’ death and also reflecting

Curriculum Update
The Italian Invasion (Cultural and educational It is a wonderful opportunity for all our students to be in
exchange)
contact with teenagers from another country but especially
for our students of Italian. (Although I found last year that
It is that time of year again and for the second year in a row many students who no longer study Italian were making a
we are receiving visitors from Italy. We have established a concerted effort to communicate with our visitors.)
relationship with a school in Padova “Liceo Scientifico E.
Fermi” and they are making their way over to visit us at the We look forward to having these visitors share their
end of July. They arrive in Melbourne on Friday 23rd July at experience and culture with us and hope to share our culture
midnight and are going on to another school in Werribee on and beautiful country with them.
Tuesday 3rd of August. 15 students and one professoressa 				
Maria Doganieri
will be attending classes at Kildare as well as making a
visit to both St Paul’s and Presentation campuses. Many
thanks to Eliza Hartley, Rachael Bird, Jessica
Hobson, James Fitzpatrick, Nikita Orvard,
Chloe Haesler, Cory Foster, Katie Harrison,
Melissa Larkins, Jessica Wall, Claire Trewin
and Ashlee McConnell and their families for taking on
the task of hosting our guests.
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Awards Ceremony

Former Lavalla Catholic College student, Jaryd Rankin
recently attended the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development Scholarship Awards Ceremony
at Treasury Theatre, Melbourne.

Jaryd was awarded with a Victoria Bushfire Scholarship.
This scholarship will provide Jaryd with $15,000 annually
until he completes his tertiary qualification. Currently Jaryd
is studying a Bachelor of Arts at Monash Clayton.
In attendance were The Honourable Bronwyn Pyke MP, and
Mr Pat McNamara, Chair of the Victoria Bushfire Appeal
Fund. Both spoke of the hope that these scholarships would
encourage country and rural students directly affected by the bushfires to avail of opportunities in metropolitan areas.
Mr McNamara expressed gratitude to the people of Victoria and Australia who donated $390 million of which $33 million
will be used to fund these scholarships from the Bushfire Appeal. Pictured above Pat McNamara, Jaryd Rankin & Browyn Pike
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Food Department
FOOD DESIGN CHALLENGE RESULTS
At the end of term 1 a competition run by Home Economics
Victoria called “Food Design Challenge” was well underway.
A number of enthusiastic year 7 and 8 students were going
to create their food masterpiece over the holidays at home.
The theme for year 7 and 8 was to create a new and exciting
muffin with an emphasis on fresh and healthy ingredients.
The students had to create their own muffin, bake and
photograph it and then complete a small written evaluation
discussing the success of their final product.
Although our students did not win any of the individual
prizes they have all received a congratulatory certificate
from Home Economics Victoria. These certificates will be
presented at the next campus assembly.

See you when I get home. Love Mum”
Our students then worked in teams of two and over a
number of lessons researched meals made from minced
meat. The next step was to design a suitable quick meal
for 4 people. I am pleased to say that this class was very
creative and enthusiastic about this design brief. An array
of different minced meat dishes were produced over two
lessons – cannelloni, spaghetti bolognaise, hamburgers
and shepherd’s pie. I would like to share some of our
photos with you. The smiling faces speak for themselves.

I would like to congratulate the following
students (pictured below): Sally Ngo, Lily Nash,
Hazel Cropper, Grace Campbell, Aman Bhatti,
Jordan Aquilina, Con Kavadias and Korey
Kavadias.
Pictured above,
Sophie Johnston
and Maddi Trew
holding their
hamburgers.
Right, Teena Della
Fortuna holding
her magnificent
Canneloni

Almost Master Chef
The Almost Master Chef class has cooked up a storm
in recent lessons delivering a high quality meal for their
“Cooking with Minced Meat” assignment. The brief was a
note from Mum left on the bench for them. It read “ It’s your
turn to cook tonight. I have left some mince in the fridge.
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Food Department

Let’s Celebrate!
As term 2 rolls on to a close our Year 9 Let’s Celebrate! students have been hard at work in the kitchen. The cupcakes
that were produced were again of a spectacular standard. To create a cupcake like this demands high attention to detail
in the planning stages. The three samples below are just a taste of the cakes that were produced in class. We hope that
you are inspired by the cakes that our students made this term.
Danni Fletcher

Jasmine Vernier

Jessica Bodinnar
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help is creating three daily
priorities for teens helping them to set goals and keep
them from focusing so much on themselves. As your teen
gets ready in the morning, help him or her get into the
habit of setting three simple goals for that day. Areas to
focus on include school, self and service to others:

(continued from front page)

1.
What is the most important thing he needs to
focus on at school that day (test, assignments, a difficult
subject)?
2.
What is one important thing she can do for
herself that day (eat right, exercise, get to bed earlier)?
3.
What is something your teen can do for
someone else (play with a sibling, be nice to someone
at school who is always picked on, give compliments, help
out around the house)?
By focusing your child on these priorities, he or she can
begin to set and achieve goals. Your teenager may also
begin to overcome normal insecurities and worries. Your
child will be learning to take control and not focus so much
on things that cannot be controlled. It will also give you
insight into your child’s life and provide opportunities to
give praise and encouragement each day. “Teaching
Your Children Values, “Linda and Richard Eyre, Simon &
Schuster, 1993

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
When was the last time you had a great weekend
just for the two of you? Forget life’s tensions and
interruptions and rekindle the closeness, intimacy,
love and romance that brought you together in the
first place.
It is based around Catholic values, but you don’t
need to be Catholic to attend. The next 3
weekends will be held on 25-27 June and 20-22
August and 15-17 October. For further
information and bookings contact Peter & Erika
Smith (03) 9899 0824 or
Email vicbookings@wwme.org.au

Forthcoming Events...

The College also works on these three areas of your child’s
life by supporting their academic, musical, sporting goals,
assisting in their personal development and focusing on
their personal responsibility to offer service to others. We
seek to engage them in and enhance their learning and
assist them with issues of personal development. We see
the enthusiasm that young people can bring to activities
like “Give a Damn Give a Can” or “Cause worth week”.
As a catholic school we are compelled to direct young
people’s attention to the less fortunate both for the sake of
those who suffer and for the personal development of the
young people.

Term 2

We look forward to welcoming you to the parent, teacher,
student interviews and the Awards assembly at the end of
term.

Term 3

Erica Pegorer
Principal

31 May – 4 Jun
8-10 Jun
11 Jun
14 Jun
16-18 Jun
21-25 Jun
24 Jun

Yr 10 & Yr 11 Semester 1 Exam Week
VCE Units 3&4 Mid Year Exams
Student Free Day
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Year 12 Retreats
Yr 8 &10 LA Interviews
Yr 7,9,11,12 Parent Teacher Interviews
4-7pm

26 Jun – 11 Jul Term Break

12 July
13 July

Term 3 commences (Student Free Day)
Students return

