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Two weeks ago, representatives, including a number of principals, from each of 
the seven secondary schools in Sale Diocese gathered at Presentation Campus 
for a Literacy Conference. Lead by Rosemary Copeland and Sam Franzi from the 
CEO Sale we shared current approaches being undertaken at each of our schools 
as well as exploring ways in order to continuously improve our practice.              
Furthermore, it was resolved to continue this process in 2015. I was certainly 
impressed by the presentations from all schools and heartened by the importance being placed 
on this critical element of lifelong learning.  
 
During our assembly for St Paul’s Campus we welcomed the school captains, Alana and Ned, 

from Sacred Heart Primary School, Morwell who presented us with an artwork they created as 

an expression of their gratitude for the use of the Presentation Campus in term one. The       

artwork will be on display in the main reception at the St Paul’s Campus. 

 

On Friday 15th of August, a number of students from St Paul’s Campus joined with students 
from St Gabriel’s Primary School and celebrated Mass at St Michael’s, Traralgon to mark the 
feast of the Assumption of Mary to Heaven. This feast not only honours Mary’s faithfulness and 
holiness, but is a reminder to us that we are all called to follow her example, to ask her to pray 
for us and to rejoice that we too are invited, after our death, to join her and the saints in God’s 
eternal heavenly kingdom. 
 
After a large amount of liaison by Shane Reid we welcomed students from Whitefriars College, 

Donvale to share the time with our students in a music workshop on Monday 11th of August. 

The day saw students from both colleges join in choral and band workshops. After sharing a 

lunch the students then performed for each other both as individual schools and as combined 

groups. All performances were of a high standard and I want to extend my appreciation for the 

hard work of Shane Reid, Matthew Harris, Maria Testa and Sarah Dunstan to ensure the day was 

a success. My thanks also to the staff and students from Whitefriars. Whilst this was the first of 

our combined workshops I hope it will not be the last.  

 

Congratulations to our Girls Basketball squad who won their division of the recent McDonald’s 

Cup. Whilst they did qualify for the Victorian Elite 8 group, scheduling complications have meant 

we cannot continue in the competition. Nonetheless this is an outstanding achievement as this 

competition sees the best basketball school teams in Victoria compete. Well done to their coach 

Karen Joyce, assisted by Dwayne Tibballs on the achievement. Also of note is that Grace Walker 

(year 9) and Sam Clavarino (year 12) have made the State Touch Football teams for 2014 and 

will be representing the state later in the year.  This is the third year in a row Sam has been    

selected in the State team. Our sporting activity has not been restricted to just basketball and 

touch football. We have been active in a number of sporting competitions, achieving a great 

deal of success and I encourage you to read the articles included in this newsletter recognising 

our students’ efforts. 

 

 

Loving God, 

 

Each day as I step further 

into my future, 

 

Give me the courage, 

knowledge and 

patience that I need. 

 

Remind me that you  

always journey with me 

and that you will never 

lead me into anything 

that you won't lead me 

through. 

 

Thank you for the gift of 

my life. 

 

May the way I live be my 

gift back to you - 

with your love and  

Guidance 

 

In Jesus' name 
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From the Principal (Cont.) 
 

Over the last few weeks we have welcomed and farewelled 

some staff. Marcelle Makepeace who has worked in a number 

of administration roles resigned to support her family and to 

pursue business opportunities. We now welcome Lauren 

Thompson as Marcelle’s replacement as VASS/VET                

Administration officer. Also of note Maria Testa, secretary and 

great support to the Music Department, is taking leave until the 

start of next year and we wish her well with her pursuits and in 

her stead we welcome Sarah Dunstan. We also wish Mary   

Giddens well on here long service leave until the end of the 

term and we welcome Helen Keith, who has worked for us last 

term, as Mary’s replacement. Finally we welcome Carmine 

Pottas who has taken on a part time position teaching Food 

Technology. 

 

Finally, included in this newsletter is information about the 
Elizabeth Hunt Scholarship 2015, which is open to Year 12    
students in Catholic Secondary Colleges in the Sale Diocese 
who wish to study teaching at ACU National. 
 

College Minister - Mr Paul Skippen 
 

‘Let you light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good work and give glory to God in heaven’. (Matthew 5: 16) 

Recently, Pope Francis has been speaking about developing a 

‘Culture of Encounter’.  To explain this, he goes back to the 

very basics of Hebrew and Christian traditions – of a people 

who have an encounter with a loving God. This meeting and 

this relationship that grew from it is expressed in two ways: 

are we faithful and grateful to God who has created us, speaks 

to us, stays with us … 

and because of this we turn to ‘encounter’ each other and all 

creation. 

When we encounter someone, it is not just a chance meeting, 

passing by and saying ‘hi’ or ‘G’day’. When Francis uses it, he 

does in the context of the 

Spanish word, ‘encuentro’.     

Encounter means to ‘find’… 

it means coming to      

someone and       searching 

for a relationship that is          

significant and which builds 

hope, trust and love. 

May we encounter a deep 

and fulfilling   relationship 

with God and each other as 

we journey through life. 

 

 

Important Dates 
 
 

24 - 26 August 
Mt Hotham Ski Camp—Group 1 
 
26—29 August 
Mt Hotham Ski Camp—Group 2 
 
25 August 
Years 7 & 8 / 11 & 12 Boys State Netball 
Kildare Assembly 
Year 12 Recital Evening 
 
26 August 
Choral Sections—LV Eisteddfod 
 
27 August 
Years 7—9 Girls AFL State Final 
SSV Wellington Athletics 
Diocesan Shine Gathering 
 
28 August  
Melbourne Showgrounds Excursion 
Red Cross Blood Bank 
Journey to Work 
 
31 August 
Senior Band & Ensemble Recording 
 
1 September 
Year 8 Girls Netball 
Years 9—10 Boys Soccer 
Year 10 Rights and Freedom Museum Excursion 
Kildare Assembly 
 
2 September 
Year 12 Recital run through 
 
3 September  
Battle of Australia Ceremony 
Vicspell provincial final 
Year 7 on show and information technology evening 
 
4 September 
College Bands at Eisteddfod 
Years 7—8 Boys Soccer 
Red Cross Blood Bank 
Years 7—8 Girls Basketball 
Journey to work 
 
5 September 
VCAL Visit to Dalkeith 
 

Uniform Shop 
Next Open Days 2014 

 
 

4th September 
 
 

The Second Hand Uniform Shop is Located 
At the St Paul’s Campus 
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 St Paul’s Campus Update 
 Mr Andrew Martin, Campus Director 

Catholic Life: 

The spiritual life of the College was evidenced over the past week as 

thirty St Paul’s students and several of the College Leadership Team 

joined in a celebratory mass with St Michael’s Primary students on 

the occasion of the Feast of the Assumption. A similar number of 

students attended a formation day for ’Young Marists’ at the      

Kildare Campus where our Youth minister, Mr Paul Skippen led the 

group in prayer and reflection. It is always a pleasure to see our 

Catholic heritage and Marist Charism at work throughout the      

College. 

Transition and enrolment processes: 

As we begin the process of winding up our new enrolments for Year 

7 2015, re-enrolment for Year 8 and 9 and subject selection for Year 

10 in 2015, I would like to thank all of those who have contributed 

to supporting our students to select appropriate elective and     

Pathway options as they either enter the school, progress through 

St Paul’s or transition to senior school at the Kildare Campus next 

year. In particular, I applaud the work of Mrs Bev O’Brien, Mrs    

Rebecca Henry, Ms Claire Cooling, Mr Michael McKenna and Ms 

Olivia Barrett for their tireless efforts to inform and prepare our 

students for change. 

Art Exhibition: 

Our students have had the opportunity to display their work at the 

Latrobe Performing Arts Centre over the last few weeks at the    

invite of the Council body responsible and I encourage both parents 

and students to view the exhibit which highlights both the talent 

and technique of our students at St Paul’s. The exhibition will run 

for several weeks to come. 

VICSPELL Competition 

As the VICSPELL Competition heads to the final on September 3 we 

commend Finn Mathieson-Walton of Year 8 for his effort in coming 

second in the regional finals in his category of the event.  

Sport 

Over the next two weeks, both male and female teams will          

represent the school in a number of SSV Competition state finals 

including Basketball, Netball. Football, Athletics and Soccer. We 

wish the teams all the best in pursuit of State Title honours. 

I note the selection of Jake Cardillo (Year 7) as a member of the Vic 

Country Soccer Team. Jake was the only student representative 

nominated in his age group from this region. Congratulations Jake. 

An Invitation:  

 ‘Year 7 On Show and Lavalla Technology Evening’ – Weds,       

September 3 – 4.30—6.30pm 

We invite all parents to attend this evening to view the collective 

work of our Year Seven Cohort and to engage one or more          

technology sessions organised to inform and support parents in the 

use of College ICT facility.  

The three topic areas will include: 

1. College Portal: The session will cover Passwords and connection, 

What can be found on the portal (College Reporting and access to 

Moodle and your financial records). How to contact teachers 

 2. Mathematics Pathway Program: The session will cover the   

implementation of this program across the learning years from 7-9 

in 2015, access to the program, the underlying rationale for      

adoption of this program, report formats, interpreting the data and 

how to assist your child. 

3. College programs and connectivity: This session will be designed 

for parents who would like assistance connecting to any of our ICT 

facilities and to answer questions about them. Parents are welcome 

to bring student laptops to these sessions. Our ICT STAFF will be 

available to answer queries around VM Ware and solve problems 

with you as an individual. Assistance with the download of a free 

version of Microsoft office will be available 

Note: Program Sessions will be located in the ISC at St Paul’s, will 

run for twenty minutes at a time and be scheduled so as to allow 

parents to access to any one or all of these informative           

presentations over the evening. Information regarding scheduling 

will be provided on the College website this coming week. 

My Best for the coming fortnight 

 

 St Paul’s Campus Update 

 Mr Andy Martin, Campus Director 
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“It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the      
journey that matters, in the end.”  
― Ernest Hemingway. 
 
As our Year 12 students approach the end of their journey 

through Lavalla Catholic College, with only five weeks of lessons 

remaining; we hope that they feel that this journey has      

meaning.  

When we reflect on the journey that all our students are       

currently undertaking in choosing their pathways to success, we 

appreciate the vastness of these choices.  

These last two weeks have seen over 580 students receiving a 

subject selection interview, over 15 new students to Kildare in 

one week alone and information MasterClasses such as the 

VTAC information session organised by Mrs P Scholtes. As it is 

clear, this is a very busy time and I would like to thank all staff 

involved for their dedication to our students and their futures. 

Supporting our students’ journeys, is the whole understanding 

of social justice and the Catholic ethos that underpins our 

school community. This is being evidenced on a wide scale, 

even during this very busy period. On Friday 22nd August, we 

will have another batch of students and staff volunteering at 

the Soup Kitchen in Melbourne, led by Br Doug Walsh. The   

students attending this deserving event are: Chelsea Malone, 

Jesse Conway, Will Brooker, Molly Smart, Rachel Ingle,         

Montana McStay and Victoria Castello. The staff who are      

supporting these students are Mr Judd, Ms Alford and Ms Main. 

We wish them the very best and we hope they can share the 

love and concern of our community to the most vulnerable 

within our society. 

The Year 11 students have all also undertaken a wonderful part 

of their journey at Lavalla Catholic College, when they           

participated in their retreat on 14th and 15th August. Again I 

would like to thank Mr Skippen, Mr Roga and the staff who  

organised and led this wonderful event.  

On Wednesday 19th August, students from Kildare Campus also 

helped our younger Marist leaders from St. Paul’s Campus, with 

their faith formation on their journey through Lavalla. This was 

a great leadership experience for the senior students and a 

great example of how important our faith and Marist Charism is 

held by the senior students.  

Meeting companions along our journey is very important, as we 

can learn and share knowledge. This was also evident this week 

when music students from Whitefriars College, Melbourne 

joined our music students at Kildare. I hope their staff and     

students felt most welcome and will use this as a great         

opportunity to develop this relationship of companionship.  

As the journey comes to an end for our Year 12 students, I 

would like to remind those few students and families that     

Friday 22nd August is the final day for Subject Selection and      

re-enrolment.  

God Bless 

 Kildare Campus Update 

 Mr Douglas Doherty, Campus Director 

 

 
HELPERS WANTED 

 
We urgently require volunteer      
helpers for the Canteen at the            

St Paul’s Campus. 

 
If you are able to assist, please       

contact Allison Farley on 
51747355 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1455.Ernest_Hemingway
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Habit of Excellence No 2 

CREATING, IMAGINING, INNOVATING 

 

All human beings have the capacity to generate novel,     
original, clever or ingenious products, solutions, and       
techniques—if that capacity is developed.  
 
Creative human beings try to conceive problem solutions 
differently, examining alternative possibilities from many 
angles. They tend to project themselves into different roles 
using analogies, starting with a vision and working          
backward, imagining they are the objects being considered.  
 
Creative people take risks and frequently push the      
boundaries of their perceived limits (Perkins1985).  They 
are intrinsically rather than extrinsically motivated,         
working on the task because of the aesthetic challenge  
rather than the material rewards. Creative people are open 
to criticism.  
 
They hold up their products for others to judge and seek 
feedback in an ever-increasing effort to refine their         
technique. 
They are uneasy with the status quo. They constantly strive 
for greater fluency, elaboration, novelty, parsimony,      
simplicity, craftsmanship, perfection, beauty, harmony, and 
balance. 
 
Students, however, are often heard saying, "I can't draw," 
"I was never very good at art," "I can't sing a note," "I'm 
not creative". Some people believe creative humans are 
just born that way; in their genes and chromosomes. 
 
This is not the case – every person has the ability to be    
creative and innovative. They just need to practise by    
making it a Habit of Excellence. 

 

 Kildare Campus Update 

 Mr Douglas Doherty, Campus Director 
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5 students including myself; Kaitlin Pooley and Zara-Louise Ernst 

from the St Pauls Campus and Constantinos Kavadias, Korey 

Kavadias and Kristen Jenkinson from the Kildare Campus as well 

as 11 other local musicians  all went to Asia to help strengthen 

the ties between Latrobe City and its sister cities (Takasago – 

Japan and Taizhou – China). After 6 months of hard practice, 

rehearsals and fundraising efforts we left for our 22 hour flight 

to Japan, meeting our     Japanese homestay families for the first 

time at the welcoming party. Each person was able to spend 

their first day swapping gifts,relaxing and getting to know their 

new families, which was very rewarding as they introduced us 

to Japanese food and their style of living. Many of us slept on 

the floor with hard bamboo mats underneath us to help cool us 

while we slept, others had more western style houses. 

 

We went on a city tour and met the dignitaries of Takasago. We 

also visited a primary school, we were put into pairs and       

assigned a student from the school, aged 7-9, who took us to 

their class for a few hours. The children were all very excited to 

see us and were all wanting to hold our hands and pull us out-

side to play with them. On this day it was 32 degrees and      

although we were very hot we played ‘tiggy’ with the children 

until it was time for classes to begin again. 

 Our tour guides took us to many temples and castles, which 

everyone thoroughly enjoyed. Unfortunately we only had one 

performance in Japan, although we played very well and all of 

our families were impressed. We were all praised for our efforts 

by the general public of Takasago and by our host mothers and 

fathers. 

 

After 5 days of living with a Japanese family it was time to go to 

Osaka. It was very saddening to leave as we had all  become 

very attached to our new found friends and many of us now 

consider them to be a part of our own family. I know for me, 

that this was the saddest part of the entire trip and I couldn’t 

stop the tears from running. I could tell that some of the other 

Australians felt the same way.  

 

We spent another 4 days in Osaka doing more tours and      

sightseeing. Tasting more traditional Japanese food and learning 

more about the culture. It was then our last day in Japan and we 

were treated to a much welcomed trip to Universal Studios for 

the entire day! We all had awesome fun going on all the thrilling 

rides and meeting extremely nice people. 

 

It was then another 3.5 hour flight to China where we met our 

Chinese host families. It was a very late night for us all as each 

of the families took us out for dinner.  

The following day we went to the high school where we did 

Chinese calligraphy with our homestay children and had a    

martial arts demonstration. We then went on a tour of Taizhou 

city and had lunch, as well as dinner at the Government house. 

We were so shocked by the amount of people in Taizhou,     

approx. 2 million people lived in this ‘small’ city of China.  

We had two performances in Taizhou, the second was in the 

streets of Takasago that had gathered a huge crowd of people 

that just kept growing bigger and bigger. On our second day we 

went to a market place and learnt how to haggle, everybody 

bought many things and we were all proud to show off how 

cheap we got everything. We then went to a    Chinese circus 

which was very impressive. One of our members even got vol-

unteered for an act of throwing knifes!! 

 

After a very long trip we were all very excited to get home and 

have some rest before school started, for some us the next day 

after we got home. Although fate was against us as the     

Shanghai airport was closed off from International flights for 5 

hours and hence, we missed our connecting flight from Hong 

Kong to Melbourne. We had to spend the next two days in Hong 

Kong whilst flights were prepared for us. So instead of coming 

home together we were split off into three groups. I, luckily was 

in the first flight to arrive back in Australia, having to fly from 

Hong Kong to Bangkok and then onto Perth and then again to 

Melbourne. The second group however flew from Hong Kong to 

Bangkok and met up with the third group and flew straight from 

Bangkok to Melbourne together.  

 

The trip was very rewarding and all of us would recommend it. 

It has definitely changed our lives and we made friends with not 

only the families we stayed with but with each other. 

 

 

 Asia Trip Report 

 Kristen Jenkinson  
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By the time you are reading this all students across the college 

will have completed choosing their subjects for 2015 and Year 

12 students intending to receive an ATAR ranking should have 

completed their registration on the VTAC website. 

 

The journey to this point has been filled with school initiated 

opportunities and plenty of research, questioning and reflection 

by students and their families.  For some students the             

seriousness of this process has encouraged them to seek advice 

from a variety of sources.  I encourage all students and parents 

to be mindful that the most accurate and up to date sources of 

information can be found on the VTAC website in the Courselink 

section. www.vtac.edu.au  The MyFuture website is an excellent 

resource to explore different careers and how to get there.  

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/  

 

This time of year can be stressful for parents and students.    

Making decisions is never easy, especially more so when not 

enough research has been done by students themselves or they 

are feeling pressured by the expectations of others.  With this in 

mind, I encourage students to take full advantage of all the   

opportunities provided to them, including the opportunities to 

meet with the school counsellors and careers advisers.  

 

Here are just a few of the activities that have been happening 

across the two campuses this semester. 

 Opportunities for individual careers counselling at both 

campuses for all year levels. 

 Careers activities organised for Year 9 LA program 

 Labour market, subject selection options and levels of 

qualifications required presentation to Year 9 students. 

 Careerwise testing for Year 9’s. 

 Lardner Park Job Skills Expo attended by some Year 9 

students and some VCAL students. 

 Year 10 Work Experience Program 

 Parent Information Nights 

 Careers and Courses Expo (Kildare) 

 Year 11 individual course selection interviews 

 Year 12 University Experience Camp 

 Year 12 applying to VTAC information session run by  

Federation University 

 Information on Open Days, Scholarships etc. emailed to 

parents of senior students. 

 

Year 12 students are reminded that should have registered and 

entered one at least one course preference on the VTAC        

application system by 5pm on 30th of September to be eligible 

for the $28 fee, after that the fee goes up to $93. Students    

wishing to enter courses that require auditions, folio          

presentations, interviews etc. need to have completed their 

applications on VTAC before the end of August to allow time for 

these institutions to organise interview times etc. 

 Careers Update Ms Prudence Scholtes - Careers Development Practitioner 

Year 10 Student Bailey Stone undertaking work experience at 

Aussie Broadband 

Year 10 Student Corey Peterson undertaking work experience 

at Gippsland Soccer League 

Year 10 Student Jay Paulet undertaking work experience at 

Watt Works Auto Electrics 

http://www.vtac.edu.au
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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 Careers Update Ms Prudence Scholtes - Careers Development Practitioner 
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 Careers Update Ms Prudence Scholtes - Careers Development Practitioner 
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 Careers Update Ms Prudence Scholtes - Careers Development Practitioner 
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